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The Love of the Heart of Jesus

I

recently had the privilege, on several occasions, of accompanying the incorrupt heart of st. Jean Marie
Vianney as it began its pilgrimage around the United states. Praying with the heart of st. Jean Vianney as
Father Jonathan
a priest, I began to glimpse the deep love of the Father through the sacred Heart of Jesus. It was this love that
D. Kalisch, OP
impelled st. Jean Vianney to daily undertake the mission of his pastoral office. It was he who beautifully
Director of Chaplains and
described our vocation when he said, “The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus.”
Spiritual Development
As ministers of the gospel, we are called to a renewed coherence in living out the Beatitudes as the way
to salvation. In this ministry, st. Jean Vianney models sacrificial love. Pope st. John XXIII wrote: “Following
in the footsteps of the great apostles of all ages, [Vianney] knew that the best and most effective way for him
to contribute to the salvation of those who would be entrusted to his care was through the cross. It was for them that he put up with all sorts of
calumnies, prejudices and opposition, without complaint; for them that he willingly endured the sharp discomforts and annoyances of mind and
body that were forced upon him”(Sacerdotii Nostri Primordia, 71).
Calling him an “athlete of Christ” who “fought off the powers of hell,” the pope continued: “Almost everyone knows [Vianney’s] answer to the
priest who complained to him that his apostolic zeal was bearing no fruit: ‘You have offered humble prayers to god, you have wept, you have
groaned, you have sighed. Have you added fasts, vigils, sleeping on the floor, castigation of your body? Until you have done all of these, do not
think that you have tried everything’” (72).
It is fitting that the Knights of Columbus were asked to be the custodians of the heart of st. Jean Vianney on its pilgrimage across America
beginning in 2018. The timing was providential, as it marked the occasion of the 200th anniversary of his arrival in the village of Ars in 1818.
At the time, st. Jean remarked to the boy who guided him to the parish church, “You have shown me the way to the Church. I will show you the
way to heaven.” For the next 41 years — until his death — st. Jean Vianney showed forth the love of the Father to those who came near and far.
As we begin the new year, may each of us show forth the love of the heart of the Jesus to all whom we encounter. And may our efforts to lead our
brother Knights and their families to Christ bear patient fruit by god’s grace and our faithful efforts. Vivat Jesus!
For a schedule of the relic tour and resources on St. Jean Vianney, visit kofc.org/vianney.

Inspiration to Share for Game Day
As excitement builds for the Super Bowl, share the inspiring story of Knights
who had careers in the NFL. Below we offer stirring words from Matt Birk,
who played 227 games during his 15 years in professional football.
He received the Walter Peyton NFL Man of the Year Award in 2011 and,
in the final game of his career, helped the Baltimore Ravens win
Super Bowl XLVII. A father of six, Birk is a member of
Father Lucien Galtier Council 4184 in West St. Paul, Minn.
Find Your “Hall of Fame Catholics”
“I had four guys in my life who helped get me back into my faith. I would
call them ‘hall of fame Catholics.’ Each one made me say to myself, ‘Whoa.
I want to be like him. Everything about him, I want to be like that guy.
What’s he about?’ For them, it started with being Catholic.”
Start on Your Knees
“One of the greatest phrases I ever heard was an old coach talking about
football. He said, ‘This game and the NFL, it’s a brutal business. It will bring
you to your knees, so why not start there every day?’”

Be Intentional
“When you retire, people really don’t care about you as a football
player anymore. No matter how good you were, it doesn’t matter.
And you know what? That’s great; that’s how it should be. Football
isn’t who I am or who I was. But being a father, that’s the part of my
legacy that I actually care about. … If you’re not intentional about
it, you fall off the track. Every day, I pray for wisdom and endurance
and try to raise them the right way.”

Visit www.kofc.org/chaplains to sign up to receive future issues of this newsletter via email.
Previous issues are also archived at this site.
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Those With Special Needs:
“Let Them Be Part of Us, Not Apart From Us”
By Msgr. Robert Weiss
The Knights recently began promoting “Masses for People With Special Needs” as part of the Knight’s Faith In Action model.
In the article below, Msgr. Weiss shares why welcoming people with intellectual and physical disabilities is essential
to every parish community. It’s a great way to build up parish family life in the new year.

T

oo often those identified with special needs are isolated from
community gatherings. The Church is for all people and needs
to invite all of god's children to be actively involved. Because our
parish is blessed with many families, we have a significant number of
children and adults with special needs, especially with the everwidening autism spectrum. They need to feel that the Church is there
for them where they can be free to be the person who god created
them to be. In many ways, they are great teachers of the unconditional
love that god has for us.
Recognizing the need to include them in our liturgies and
programs, we began by identifying families and inviting them to be
part of our community at every level. We decided rather than hosting
a special Mass or event for these parishioners, we would strive to be
as inclusive as possible in our liturgical and sacramental celebrations.
Our parish is most welcoming and it did not take long for those with
special needs to be a part of us. This extended beyond Mass to
sacramental preparation and celebrations, faith formation classes and
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson presents a $100,000 gift to Monsignor Robert Weiss to
inclusion in ministries and special programs to allow those with
aid the parish in their ongoing efforts to help the community of Newtown after the shooting
special needs to feel welcomed and part of the larger parish at Sandy Hook Elementary School.
community. We also encourage families with special needs members
to be involved in the diocesan programs and special liturgies that are created by st. Catherine Center in Fairfield, Conn. Both approaches are
invaluable to these individuals and families. They provide support in unique ways by helping them to realize they are not only part of the wider
community but also part of a community where they can find support with other families.
Part of my seminary experience was working in a school for children with special needs. I learned very early during formation of their beauty
and innocence and the gift that they are to all of us. During my ordination, children from that school sang “Let There Be Peace On Earth” and
there was not a dry eye when they finished. It opened the eyes of many to their talents and their unique love of god and others. They enrich rather
than distract! Very early on in my priesthood, I realized the joy they can bring to any situation, especially to a parish community. Let them be part
of us, not apart from us.
The shooting at sandy Hook school where children with special needs were victims taught all of us the value of human life. We are living in
times when life is not respected, especially the lives of the most innocent and vulnerable. It is vital that we regain that respect. They teach us so
much about what is most important in life. They hug, they smile and they enjoy the simplest of life’s joys. Not to include them is not fair.
To isolate or exclude them is not what we are called to do as believers in Jesus Christ. A parish community has a responsibility to those with special
needs as well as to their families. Like all good things in life, it takes effort to recognize and invite. It is an effort that only enriches a community
as we embrace one another and help each other recognize how important each of us is to one another regardless of our limitations. The reality is
that in many ways we each have special needs, especially the need to know that we are loved. There is no better place to find that than in a loving
and caring Catholic parish. Open hearts and open doors makes us what Christ calls us to be as a people of faith.

Open hearts and doors at your parish today.
Visit kofc.org/mpsn for action steps and resources.
MSGR. ROBERT WEISS is the pastor of St. Rose of Lima Church in Newtown, Conn. There, in the wake of the Sandy Hook Elementary School
shooting that claimed the lives of 26 residents, families found comfort during a candlelight vigil and a special Mass. Funerals for 11 of the children killed
in the shooting were held in St. Rose Church.
Msgr. Weiss is a member of St. Virgilius Council 185. He is also the first recipient of the Order’s Caritas Award, which was presented at the
131st Supreme Convention in August 2013.
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Keep the Fundamentals Close
“Always keep the fundamentals close. I’m talking about the fundamentals of
our faith: sunday Mass, confession, prayer, study. That’s our best chance to
become the men that god wants us to be.
“And as Knights, we can draw a lot of strength from being part of a community.
We’re almost 2 million strong worldwide. We can draw a lot of strength from
that. As Proverbs 27:17 says, ‘Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens
another.’ As Catholic men, we need to spend time with other Catholic men
who will help us grow.”
Adapted from “God at the Center” by Sam Patet, published in Columbia magazine,
February 2015. Find the full issue archived at kofc.org/columbia.

THE BEDROCK OF OUR IDENTITY
A CHALLENGE AND MESSAGE FROM
SUPREME CHAPLAIN ARCHBISHOP LORI
After all the people had been baptized and
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased.”

Your Council Meeting
“Cheat Sheet”
Need help from the Knights? This cheat sheet can help you discuss
your needs at the next council meeting.
• Does your parish need help growing closer to Christ? Ask Knights to conduct
the Faith In Action “Holy Hour” program. Learn more at kofc.org/holyhour.
• Does your parish need help with its service to the poor and needy? Ask
Knights to assist your efforts through the Faith In Action “Helping Hands”
program. Learn more at kofc.org/helpinghands.
• Do you know seminarians who want to join the Order? They can, for free!
Ask Knights to reach out and extend this opportunity to local seminaries or
seminarians. They can sign up at kofc.org/joinus and enter code sEM18.

— gospel for Jan. 13, Lk. 3:21-22
Think about it. Do you really see yourself as a beloved son in
whom your Heavenly Father is well pleased?
To be honest, most men, including this archbishop, go through
seasons when we don’t seem to sense that our father is wellpleased. Maybe we see ourselves as self-made men who don’t owe
our father anything. Maybe we did not experience love from our
dad, and the very idea of being beloved is ludicrous. Maybe
instead of Jesus’ actual words, we hear, “This is my wayward son,
in whom I am much disappointed.”
Yet we know that we are baptized into Christ and share in his
identity as the beloved son. Being beloved sons is the bedrock
of our identity. The plain fact is that your heavenly Father is wellpleased with you.

This Month’s Challenge
This month I challenge you to hear the Heavenly Father saying
these words — “you are my beloved son” — personally to you,
and reflect on your identity in him. I recommend that you do
so, if possible, in Adoration. secondly I challenge you to spend
time with someone who loves you unconditionally. Ask them
why? Their answer should give you a small glimpse of god’s
unconditional love for you.

Upcoming Activities
JANUARY
Invite council members and parishioners to pray a rosary novena for life prior
to the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children, Jan. 22.
FEBRUARY
Join the UsCCB in celebrating Black History Month in your parish and
community. Visit usccb.org/issue-and-action for resources.
Mark the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes on Feb. 11 by asking your parish
to support wounded or ill military personnel
attending the 2018 Warriors to Lourdes
Pilgrimage. For information on how to make
a donation, visit warriorstolourdes.com.
MARCH
Celebrate March 25 as the international
Knights of Columbus Day of Prayer for the
Unborn Child. Ask your council to distribute
the Prayer for Life cards (#4665) during the
event.
Celebrate Founder’s Day on March 29 by planning events in honor of Father
Mcgivney’s legacy. For ideas, visit the Council section of kofc.org/service.
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A Prayer for Our Priests
We thank you, god our Father, for those who have responded to your call
to priestly ministry. Accept this prayer we oﬀer on their behalf:
Fill them with the sure knowledge of your love. Open their hearts
to the power and consolation of the Holy spirit. Lead them to greater union
with your son. Increase their faith in the sacraments they celebrate
as they nourish, strengthen and heal us.
Lord Jesus Christ, through the intercession of st. Jean Vianney,
grant that your priests will be inspired to strive for holiness by the power
of his example. As men of prayer, may they ponder your word,
follow your will and faithfully lead the flocks you have entrusted to their care.
st. Jean Vianney, obtain for the Church an abundance of vocations
to the holy priesthood. rough your intercession, may many faithful men
hear Christ’s call, and respond with courage and generosity.
Mary our Mother, guard with your maternal care these chosen ones.
Intercede for our priests, so that by oﬀering the Holy sacrifice of the Mass,
they may be conformed more each day to the image of your son,
our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
St. Jean Vianney, patron of parish priests, pray for us!
The holy Curé d’Ars is depicted holding and pointing to a crucifix, indicating that Christ is the center of his life.
Icon by Fabrizio Diomedi, commissioned by the Supreme Council (2018). Photo: Peter Škrlep © Knights of Columbus
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